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AARRTTII CCLLEE  11..  PPUURRPPOOSSEE  AANN DD  AAPPPPLLII CCAABBII LL II TTYY..  
 

11..110000  
1.100 T ITLE . 

 
The ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the òZoning Ordinance of the City of Glendale, 
Arizona.ó  Within the ordinance text, it shall be cited as òthis ordinance.ó 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 

11..220000  
1.200 AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE. 

 
1.201 Authority. 

 
This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority contained in Section 9-462.01 et seq., of the 
Arizona Revised Statutes in order to conserve and promote the public health, safety and general 
welfare. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.202 Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to establish land use classifications dividing the city into various 
zoning districts; provide regulations, prohibitions and restrictions for the promotion of health, 
safety, convenience, aesthetics and welfare; govern the use of land for residential, commercial, office, 
industrial and all other uses; regulate and limit the height and bulk of buildings and other structures; 
limit the occupancy and size of yards and open spaces; establish performance and design standards; 
establish boards and commissions and define the powers and duties of each; provide procedures for 
changing zoning districts and the standards which govern those districts, use permits, variances and 
all other permits required by this Zoning Ordinance; prescribe penalties for violations of the 
ordinance and repeal all ordinances in conflict therewith. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.203 Jurisdiction. 
 
This ordinance shall be effective within the incorporated boundaries of the City of Glendale. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 



Draft City of Glendale Zoning Ordinance 
 Please note this document is subject to change until adopted by City Council 
  

  

July 30, 2010 Page 2 

 
1.204 Repealer and Severability. 
 
A. Ordinance No. 243 New Series and all subsequent amendments to Ordinance No. 243 are 

repealed.  Ordinance No. 184 New Series, creating and establishing the Glendale Zoning and 
Planning Commission, is repealed.  Ordinance No. 1407 New Series, creating mobilehome 
mobile home parks and mobilehome mobile home subdivisions is repealed.  This ordinance 
amends and revises all zoning laws, regulations, procedures and restrictions.  Whenever any 
provision of this ordinance refers to or cites a section of the Arizona Revised Statutes and 
that section is later amended or superseded, the ordinance shall be deemed amended to refer 
to the amended section or section that most nearly corresponds to the superseded section of 
the Arizona Revised Statutes. 

 
B. The provisions of this ordinance, insofar as they are substantially the same as the provisions 

of ordinances repealed in Subsection A of this section, shall be construed as restatements 
and continuations thereof and not as new enactments.  The repeal of an ordinance listed in 
Subsection A of this section shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the 
ordinance was repealed, nor any suit, prosecution or enforcement proceeding pending at the 
time of the repeal for a violation of the ordinance repealed. 

 
C. It is declared that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance 

are severable, and if any such section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase is declared 
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction in a valid 
judgment or decree, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the 
remaining sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance other than 
the part decided to be unconstitutional or invalid. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.205 Conflict With Other Rules or Regulations. 
 
It is not intended by this ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul or in any manner impair or interfere 
with existing provisions of other laws or ordinances, except those specifically repealed by this 
ordinance, or with private restrictions placed upon property by covenant, deed or other private 
agreement.  Where this ordinance imposes a greater restriction on land, buildings or structures than 
is imposed or required by other existing provisions of law, ordinance, contract or deed, the 
provisions of this ordinance shall control.  Where other laws, ordinances, or private restrictions are 
more restrictive, the City cannot enforce the more restrictive laws, ordinances, or private restrictions 
as a part of this Zoning Ordinance unless authorized by a specific section of this ordinance. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
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1.206 Relationship to General Plan. 
 
It is the intention of the City Council that this ordinance implement the planning policies adopted 
by the Planning Commission and City Council as reflected in the General Plan.  The City Council 
affirms its commitment that this ordinance and any amendments will be in conformity with the 
adopted planning polices as expressed in the General Plan, specific area plans, and any amendments. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.207 Relationship to Subdivision and Other Regulations. 
 
The Zoning Ordinance, along with other regulations of the City of Glendale, including the 
Subdivision and Minor Land Division Ordinance,  and Design Guidelines for Site Development and 
Infrastructure ConstructionCity of Glendale Engineering Design and Construction Standards, and 
Landscape Ordinance, as amended, are is a tools to implement the Glendale General Plan.  In 
regulating future development or redevelopment within the City of Glendale, the requirements of 
the Zoning Ordinance shall be construed as minimum requirements. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.208 Applicability.  
 
A. All buildings, structures and uses of land shall be subject to all provisions of this Zoning 

Ordinance.  Any change to an existing building, structure or use of land, as manifested by a 
use which requires an increase in parking, change in occupancy, changes to the physical site 
including drainage or landscaping, additions or modifications to the building after the 
effective date of this Zoning Ordinance, or any amendment shall be subject to all provisions 
of this Zoning Ordinance. 

 
B. A Planned Area Development (PAD), or Planned Residential Development (PRD) Plan, 

approved prior to this ordinance, will guide and control development uses permitted for 
such property.  The provisions of this ordinance will apply if a prior plan approved has 
expired.  Modifications to a PAD or PRD shall be completed as follows: 
 

1. The Planning Director or designee may shall have the authority to waive any 
requirements of a PAD or PRD adopted prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance if the provisions of those plans are more restrictive than this 
ordinance. 

 
2. Any request to modify a PAD or PRD must be made in writing and will be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
3. Any substantial request to modify at PAD or PRD, unless otherwise 

authorized, will require an amendment as prescribed by this ordinance. 
 
C. Any use not described and included by this ordinance as being a permitted use, a use subject 

to conditions, or a use subject to conditional use permit or an accessory use within a specific 
zoning district is prohibited within that zoning district, and is a violation of this ordinance.  
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Such use shall only be allowed within that zoning district following an amendment to this 
ordinance in accordance with the procedures prescribed in Section 3.800. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 

11..330000  
1.300 COMPLIANCE . 

 
1.301 Generally. 
 
A. If any building or structure is erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired, 

converted or maintained, or any building, structure or land is used in violation of the 
provisions of this Zoning Ordinance or any amendment, the City may use any one (1) or 
more of the following actions: 

 
1. Issue an order of abatement; 
 
2. Issue a Notice and Order to Comply; 
 
3. Pursue criminal prosecution; 
 
4. Issue a civil citation; or 
 
5. Seek an injunction from Superior Court. 

 
B. No building permit may be lawfully issued nor shall a Certificate of Occupancy be granted 

until the Planning Director or his designee has given authorization indicating all 
requirements of this Zoning Ordinance, all conditions and stipulations of approval, and any 
other specific project related requirements have been met. 

 
C. Violation of stipulations, conditions of approval, or any other requirement of this Zoning 

Ordinance, of an administratively issued permit, or conditional use permit is a violation of 
this ordinance and shall subject such permit to revocation if the violation is ongoing or 
repeated.  Revocation of any such permit may be made by the approving entity after notice 
and hearing. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.302 Enforcement and Penalties. 
 
A. The Planning Director shall be responsible for the enforcement of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
B. Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this Zoning Ordinance, or any 

amendment shall be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor, punishable by a fine or imprisonment, 
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or by both fine and imprisonment.  Any such person, firm or corporation shall be deemed 
guilty of a separate offense for each and every day during which any violation is committed, 
continued or permitted.  The owner, lessee, tenant or other person in possession of any 
property used in violation of this Zoning Ordinance shall be responsible for any violation 
whether or not the owner or any related party has committed the prohibited act or acts or 
has neglected to prevent the performance of the prohibited act or acts by another person. 

 
C. In addition to, or independent of the penalties provided above, the City may bring a civil 

proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction to enforce compliance with the terms of the 
Glendale Zoning Ordinance or to prevent, restrain or abate any violation of the terms of the 
Glendale Zoning Ordinance. 

 
D. Any violation of this ordinance or of conditions or stipulations of issuance of any 

administrative or conditional use permit or variance is declared to be a public nuisance, and 
instead of, or in addition to, any other criminal or civil enforcement measure authorized by 
this ordinance, may be enjoined or restrained by the City as other nuisances are abated under 
authority of the City Charter and applicable State Law. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 

11..440000  
 

1.400 NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS , STRUCTURES, USES, AND LOTS. 

 
1.401 Generally. 
 
A. This article provides for the regulation of nonconforming buildings, structures, uses and lots.  

These regulations are designed to protect the rights of legally existing nonconforming uses, 
structures and buildings, but not promote expansion or enlargement.  The site, building, 
structure or use will be encouraged to convert to a conforming use in the future. 

 
B. Any use or activity lawfully conducted under County zoning regulations at the effective date 

of annexation or under previous zoning regulations in effect at the adoption of this 
ordinance, or any amendment, shall be considered a legal nonconforming use under this 
ordinance. 

 
C. The City Council, by ordinance, may authorize the acquisition of private property by 

purchase or condemnation for removal of nonconforming uses and structures. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.402 Limitations on Nonconforming Buildings and Uses. 
 
A legal nonconforming use may continue only in the manner and to the extent that it existed at the 
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time of such enactment, amendment, or annexation, subject to the following provisions: 
 
A. No structural or physical alteration shall be made to any nonconforming building, structure, 

or lot except when required by law or ordinance.  This requirement does not prohibit routine 
repairs or maintenance. 

 
B. No expansion shall be made of any nonconforming building, structure, or use unless such 

expansion conforms to the regulations specified for the district in which it is located.  In 
cases where the nonconforming use occupies a building, structure, or any portion of a site, 
expanding the use into additional building or land area shall constitute an extension and shall 
not be allowed. 

 
C. Any nonconforming building, structure, or use, or one (1) or more of a group of 

nonconforming buildings or structures related to one (1) industry and under one (1) 
ownership, which has been damaged by fire, flood, explosion, earthquake, war, riot, or act of 
God, may be reconstructed and used as before, if done within twelve (12) months of such 
calamity.  The City Council, after review and recommendation by the Planning Commission, 
may determine that such delay in reconstruction was caused by unforeseen circumstances 
beyond the control of the owner of the premises and permit a reasonable extension of time 
for reconstruction.  Any district requirements may be waived by the City Council provided 
the area restored is not more nonconforming that existed at the time of the calamity. 

 
D. No nonconforming building, structure, or use which ceases to be used for a period 

exceeding one (1) year or is superseded by a conforming use, shall again be devoted to the 
nonconforming use except as otherwise provided in the preceding paragraph.  A 
nonconforming use shall not be changed to a different nonconforming use.  This shall not 
prevent a name change or change in ownership of the same nonconforming use. 

 
E. When tThere are found to be certain uses of land, buildings and structures which have an 

adverse effect on the carrying out of this ordinance and which can reasonably be 
discontinued after a reasonable time notwithstanding irrespective of aforementioned the 
above rules concerning as to the continuance of nonconforming uses.  The following uses 
shall be removed or made conforming within the specified amortization period.  The Said 
amortization period shall commence upon the effective date of 2010 amendments to this 
ordinance. 
 
1. Freestanding pole or monument signs, not related to outdoor advertising, shall 

conform within two (2) calendar years. 
 
2. All provisions in business or industrial districts of this ordinance setting forth 

specifications for the operation of a business or industry requiring fencing or opaque 
shielding shall conform be complied with within two (2) calendar years. 

 
3. Nonconforming open storage operations or businesses with open storage shall 

conform be made conforming within two (2) calendar years. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
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1.403 Nonconforming Lots. 
 
Any legal lot existing at the time of the enactment of this ordinance, or any amendment, which does 
not conform with lot area, lot width, or lot depth for the zoning district in which it is located, may 
be used for any use permitted in that zone district provided all other applicable regulations of this 
Zoning Ordinance are complied with. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
1.404 Development Standards. 
 
Development standards relate to the size, configuration, and character of development.  
Development standards include, but are not limited to, items such as parking, landscaping, buffer 
areas, and setbacks.  Developed property may be nonconforming because the development of the 
property does not meet current Zoning Ordinance requirements.  Property which is nonconforming, 
due to deficiencies in development standards, shall be regulated as follows: 
 
A. No change of use or change to a building structure shall be permitted which creates a deficit 

or increases an existing deficit in off-street parking spaces, loading areas, or other 
development standards. 

 
B. Any site which is nonconforming due to deficiencies of development standards and which 

require design review shall, as a requirement of design review, be brought into conformance 
including, but not limited to, development standards for parking, circulation, driveways, 
drainage, storage, screening, and landscaping, with the Zoning Ordinance and other 
applicable codes before any design review can be approved. 

 
C. Any lot that was legally established prior to the effective date of the 2010 amendments to 

this ordinance, and which is nonconforming due to its physical characteristics, and which 
does not meet the minimum standards for the zoning district in which it is located, will be 
allowed to develop without the requirement of a variance under for any of the following 
conditions items: 

 
1. An addition to an existing structure that does not increase the existing 

nonconforming setbacks for the lot. 
 

2. Development of a vacant lot that utilizes the average setback of all adjoining 
properties.  For purposes of this section, òadjoiningó shall mean be any lot that 
shares a common lot line or is located directly across the street from the subject 
property.  All lots used to determine the average setback shall be of the same zoning 
classification.  The average setback shall be determined in the following manner: 
 
A. Front Yard Setback 

 
i. When a new or redeveloped building is proposed to be constructed 

on a lot adjacent to one or more existing structures having the same 
or similar permitted use, then the setback for the proposed building 
shall not be not more greater than ten (10) percent greater than of the 
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average setback of the two adjoining lots.  In the case of a corner lot, 
or where an adjacent lot is vacant, the setback of the proposed 
building shall be at least not less than ten (10) percent more than the 
average of the front yard setback of the adjacent building and the 
minimum front setback required by the underlying zoning district. 

 
B. Side and Rear Yard Setbacks 

 
i. If the subject lot adjoins a vacant lot, street or alley on one side, that 

side shall be considered a lot with no yard encroachment. 
 
ii. The distance between the closest exterior wall of the main structure 

and to the property line shall be used to average the side and rear 
yard setbacks.  The distance between that exterior wall and the main 
structure and property shall be added up and divided by the total 
number of adjoining lots. 

 
iii. The side and rear yard setback shall be met by aAll portions of a the 

applicable side of the building, except for roof overhangs, gutters, 
downspouts, cornices, chimneys, and uncovered or unenclosed 
decks, driveways, or porches, shall be within the applicable setback.. 

 
iv. Notwithstanding the above, Tthe distance between the closest points 

of adjacent residential structures in a single-family detached zoning 
district shall not be less than fifteen feet. 

 
v. An aApplicant may can apply for administrative relief to reduce the 

average setback by up to ten (10) percent under the same 
considerations and in conformance with the procedures as stated in 
section 3.402 of the Zoning Ordinance.  %.  Any request in excess of 
10% shall be in the form of submit an application for a variance. 

 
 

3. Additions to an existing developed lot or an existing vacant lot that utilizing utilizes 
the average lot coverage method.  For purposes of this section, average lot coverage 
shall be determined by all lots which have a connecting property line or are located 
most directly across the street from the front of the subject lot.  There may be more 
than one property located across the street.  All lots used to determine the average 
lot coverage shall be of the same zoning classification. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
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ARTICLE  2. DEFINITIONS  AND  RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.  

 

22..110000  
2.100 RULES OF CONSTRUCTION . 

 
For the purpose of carrying out the intent of this Zoning Ordinance, certain terms or words used 
herein shall be interpreted or defined as follows: 
 
A. Words used in the present tense include the future, words used in singular include the plural 

and words in the plural include the singular. 
 
B. The word òshalló is mandatory. 
 
C. The word òpersonó includes an individual, firm, co-partnership, joint venture, association, 

social club, fraternal organization, corporation, estate, trust, receiver, syndicate, or any other 
group or combination acting as a singular entity, including the federal and state government, 
another City, county, or school district, except as exempt by law. 

 
D. The following words or terms when applied in this ordinance may be used interchangeably 

unless contrary to the circumstances: lot, plat, parcel or premises; òusedó or òoccupiedó as 
applied to any land or building shall be construed to include the words, òintended, arranged 
or designed to be used or occupiedó; and òbuildingó applies to the word òstructure.ó 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 

22..220000  
2.200 COMMONLY ABBREVIATED TERMS. 

 
The term òCityó shall mean the City of Glendale; òCounciló shall mean the Council of the City of 
Glendale; òCommissionó shall mean the Planning Commission; and òBoardó shall mean the Board 
of Adjustment. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
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22..330000  
2.300 DEFINITIONS . 

 
For the purpose of this ordinance the following words and phrases shall have the following 
meanings: 
 
2.301 òAó Definitions 
 
Abutting:  The condition of two adjoining properties having a common property line or boundary, 
including where two or more lots adjoin only a corner or corners, but not including where adjoining 
lots are separated by a street or alley. 
 
Access or Accessway: Any place, means or way by which pedestrians and vehicles have safe, 
adequate and usable ingress and egress to a property or use as required by this ordinance. 
 
Accessory Building: A detached building whose use is customarily incidental to that of a principal 
use of the main building or premises. 
 
Accessory Living Quarters.  (See òGuest Houseó). 
 
Accessory Use: A subordinate use of a building or land customarily incidental to and conducted on 
the same lot with the principal use which does not alter the character of the principal use or 
adversely affect other properties within the district. 
 
Acreage, Gross: The acreage within the perimeter of a development tract, plus one-half (1/2) the 
right-of-way of all adjoining streets and alleys. 
 
Adjoining or Adjacent: Means the condition of being near to or close to but not necessarily having 
a common dividing line, for example, two properties which are separated only by a street or alley are 
considered as adjacent to one another. 
 
Adult Arcade: Any place to which the public is permitted wherein money-operated, token-operated 
or credit-operated, or electronically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or motion picture 
machines, projectors or other image-producing devices are maintained to show images to five (5) or 
fewer persons per machine in any viewing room of one hundred fifty (150) square feet or less at any 
one (1) time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by the depicting 
or describing of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. 
 
Adult Bookstore or Novelty Store: Any commercial establishment: 
 
A. Which as one (1) of its principal business uses offers for sale or rental, for any consideration, 

any of the following: 
 

1. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed materials, which depict or describe 
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specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas; or 
 
2. Films, video cassettes or other video reproductions depicting specified sexual 

activities or specified anatomical areas; or 
 
3. Instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection with 

specified sexual activities, excluding condoms and other birth control and disease 
prevention products; and 

 
B. Which regularly excludes all minors from the premises because of the sexually explicit nature 

of the items sold, rented or displayed therein. 
 
C. For purposes of this definition, twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the establishmentõs 

merchandise constitutes a principal business use. 
 
Adult Business or Sexually Oriented Business: Any adult arcade, adult bookstore, or novelty 
store, adult cabaret, adult motel, adult theater, nude model studio, semi-nude business, or topless 
bar. 
 
Adult Cabaret: Any nightclub, bar, restaurant or other commercial establishment which features 
live performances or activities on the business premises that are characterized by the exposure of 
specified anatomical areas or by specified sexual activities; provided that a nude model studio is not 
an adult cabaret, the term òadult cabaretó is intended to apply to businesses which emphasize and 
seek, through the conduct of any employee or performer, to arouse or excite any patronõs sexual 
desires.  Nothing in this definition shall be construed to apply to the presentation or performance of 
any play, drama or ballet in any theater, concert hall, fine arts academy, school, institution of higher 
education or similar establishment as a form of expression of opinion or communication of ideas or 
information, as differentiated from the promotion or exploitation of nudity for the purpose of 
advancing the economic welfare of a commercial or business enterprise. 
 
Adult Care Home: A long-term residential care service, licensed by the State Department of Health 
Services, functioning as a single housekeeping unit in an environment in which staff persons provide 
supervision, personal care, meals, education, and participation in community activities of not more 
than ten (10) adult residents who are unrelated to the manager or owner of the adult care home and 
who require the assistance of not more than one (1) person to walk to or transfer from a bed, chair 
or toilet, but who are able to self-propel a wheelchair.  An adult care home does not include group 
homes for the disabled, nursing homes, shelter facilities, medical institutional uses, alcoholism or 
drug treatment centers, or community correctional facilities.  This definition shall not apply to a 
home for the developmentally disabled as regulated by A.R.S. § 36-582 to the extent of state 
preemption of local zoning regulations. 
 
Adult Day Health Care Facility: Means a facility that provides adult day health services during a 
portion of a continuous twenty-four hour period for compensation on a regular basis for five or 
more adults not related to the proprietor. 
 
Adult Day Health Services: A program that provides planned care supervisor and activities, 
personal care, personal living skills training, meals and health monitoring in a group setting during a 
continuous twenty-four hour period.  Adult day health services may also include preventives, 
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therapeutic and restorative health-related services that do not include behavioral health services. 
 
Adult Motel: Any hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which: 
 
A. Offers accommodations to the public for any consideration; provides patrons with closed-

circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other 
photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description of 
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas; and has a sign visible from the public 
right-of-way which advertises the availability of such photographic reproductions; or 

 
B. Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than ten (10) hours; or 
 
C. Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to rent the room for a period of time that is 

less than ten (10) hours. 
 
Adult Theater: Any business establishment, other than an adult arcade or adult motel, used 
regularly for the business of exhibiting films, video cassettes or other video reproductions depicting 
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas, and from which all minors are regularly 
excluded because of the sexually explicit nature of such films, cassettes or reproductions. 
 
Airport: Any area approved by local, state or federal authorities and which is used or is intended to 
be used for the taking off and landing of aircraft, including helicopters, and any appurtenant areas 
which are used or intended to be used for airport building or facilities, including open spaces, 
taxiways and tie-down areas, hangars and other necessary buildings and open spaces. 
 
Airport Impact Overlay Area One (AIO-1): Means the area between the sixty-five (65) ldn and 
seventy (70) ldn noise contour lines developed by the application of day/night average sound level 
methodology of sound measurement (ldn). 
 
Airport Impact Overlay Area Two (AIO-2): Means the area between the seventy (70) ldn and 
seventy-five (75) ldn noise contour lines developed by the application of day/night average sound 
level methodology of sound management (ldn). 
 
Airport Impact Overlay Area Three (AIO-3): Means the area of seventy-five (75) ldn and greater 
noise levels as developed by the application of day/night average sound level methodology of sound 
measurement (ldn). 
 
Alley: A public thoroughfare other than a street which affords a secondary means of vehicular 
access to abutting property and not intended for general traffic circulation. 
 
Alteration or Structural Alteration: Any architectural, mechanical, or structural change to a 
building which requires a permit under the Building Code of the City. 
 
Alternative Design Tower: Artificial trees, clock towers, and similar non-traditional structures that 
are compatible with the existing setting or structures and camouflage or partially conceal the 
presence of antennas or towers.  This includes any antenna or antenna array attached to the 
alternative design structure. 
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Alternative Tower Structure: Ball field light poles, street lights, electric utility poles, water towers 
and similar existing structures.  This includes any antenna or antenna array attached to the alternative 
tower structure. 
 
Amateur Radio Tower: A free-standing or building-mounted structure, including any base, tower 
or pole, antenna and appurtenances, intended for airway communication purposes by a person 
holding a valid amateur radio (HAM) license issued by the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
Amusement Park: Means a commercial amusement activity such as a carnival, circus, miniature 
golf course or similar establishment which does not require an enclosed building. 
 
Animal Clinic or Animal Hospital: (see òVeterinary Officesó). 
 
Animal Shelter: Any facility providing services for humane animal care.  The orientation of the 
program and services is maximizing opportunities for animal adoption.  Supporting facilities may 
include medical care, including spay or neutering services, kennels, exercise areas, and adoption 
centers. 
 
Antenna: The surface from which wireless radio signals are sent from and received by a wireless 
communication facility.  Antenna includes whip antenna, panel antenna, and dish antenna.  Any 
antenna not specifically described herein shall be regulated in conformity with the type of antenna 
described herein which most closely resembles such antenna. 
 
A. Whip antenna is a long and thin device that transmits and/or receives radio frequency 

signals in a three hundred sixty (360) degree radial pattern.  Typically size is two (2) to six (6) 
inches in diameter and one (1) to eighteen (18) feet in height. 

 
B. Panel antenna is a relatively flat rectangle device that transmits and/or receives radio 

frequency signals in a directional pattern of less than three hundred sixty (360) degrees.  
Typical size is four (4) to five (5) feet high, six (6) to twelve (12) inches wide, and six (6) to 
eight (8) inches deep. 

 
C. Dish antenna is a bowl-shaped device for the reception and/or transmission of radio 

frequency communication signals in a specific directional pattern.  Typical size is four (4) to 
six (6) feet in diameter, and one (1) to three (3) feet deep. 

 
Antenna Array: One (1) or more whip, panel, or dish antennas used for the transmission or 
reception of radio frequency signals.  The antenna array does not include the support structure. 
 
Antique Shop: A retail business specializing in the sale of merchandise made in, or typical of, a 
previous era.  Typical merchandise includes, but is not limited to, furniture, silverware, glassware, 
and other collectibles.  Items shall not be donated for resale, but may be displayed on consignment. 
 
Apartment: A room or suite of two (2) or more rooms with a single kitchen in a multiple-family 
dwelling, occupied or suitable for occupancy as a residence for one (1) housekeeping unit. 
 
Apartment House: The same as òDwelling, Multiple-Residenceó. 
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Archaeological Resources: Any material remains of past human life, activities, or habitation which 
are of historic or prehistoric significance.  Such material includes, but is not limited, to pottery, 
basketry, bottles, weapon projectiles, tools, structures or portions of structures, pit houses, rock 
paintings, rock carvings, intaglios, graves, skeletal remains, personal items and clothing, household 
or business refuse, printed matter, manufactured items, or any piece of the foregoing items. 
 
Attached Building: A building which has any part of its exterior or bearing wall in common with 
another building or which is structurally integrated with the main building. 
 
Auction House: A building within which goods and materials are offered for auction to the general 
public by a licensed auctioneer. 
 
Automated Collection Center: A self-contained machine to collect and weigh recyclable consumer 
materials, to reimburse mechanically the depositor of the materials, and to store temporarily the 
materials before shipment to a recycling center. 
 
Automobile Service Station: A convenience use having pumps and storage tanks from which fuel 
is dispensed into motor vehicles and the servicing of motor vehicles, including tire repair, minor 
engine repair, battery changing, storage of merchandise and supplies relating to the servicing of 
motor vehicles, sale of lubricants, automobile washing and lubrication but excluding major 
automobile engine or transmission repairs, body work, or other similar activities. 
 
Automobile Storage Facility: A building or lot or portion thereof designed or used exclusively for 
housing or storing of four (4) or more motor-driven vehicles. 
 
Automobile Wrecking: The dismantling or wrecking of used motor vehicles or trailers, or the 
storage, sale or dumping of dismantled, partially dismantled, obsolete or wrecked vehicles or their 
parts, but not including the incidental storage of damaged vehicles in connection with the operation 
of a repair garage. 
 
2.302 òBó Definitions 
 
Balcony: That portion of a building which projects into the required yard and where the floor 
height of said projection is not less than four (4) feet above grade. 
 
Bar: (See òCocktail Loungeó). 
 
Basement: That portion of a building that is partly or completely below grade plane.  A basement is 
considered as a story above grade where the finished surface of the floor above the basement is: 
 

A. More than six (6) feet above grade plane; or 
 
B. More than twelve (12) feet above the finished ground level at any point. 
 

Bed and Breakfast Establishment: A dwelling in which five (5) or fewer guest rooms are 
provided for the overnight lodging of travelers which is occupied by a resident manager or owner.  
Any dwelling in which more than five (5) guest rooms are provided shall be deemed a hotel. 
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Big Box: shall mean aAny single retail space with a building footprint of equal to or greater than 
seventy-five thousand (75,000) square feet. 
 
Boardinghouse: A dwelling in which three (3), four (4), or five (5) sleeping rooms are provided 
which serve as the principal residence of the occupants.  A common dining room may be provided 
for the residents. 
 
Body Piercing Studio: A business that as one of its principal uses implants, perforates, or pierces 
the skin or other body part to make a hole, mark or scar for a non-medical purpose.  A Body 
Piercing Studio shall not include a Jewelry Store, Boutique, Beauty Parlor or similar establishment 
that uses a mechanized, pre-sterilized ear piercing system that penetrates the outer perimeter or lobe 
of the ear or both as an accessory use to a principal use. 
 
Buffered Setback: A landscape setback adjacent to a street designated in the general plan or in the 
character area plans that remains undisturbed or is landscaped to create a parkway type of 
streetscape. 
 
Building:  Any structure for the shelter, housing or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels or 
property of any kind, with the exception of dog houses, play houses and similar structures.  Each 
portion of a building separated by dividing wall or walls without openings may be deemed a separate 
building for the purpose of issuing building permits. 
 
Building Footprint:  The building area occupied by a single tenant and associated tenant spaces 
having common access within the confines of the primary use.  The building footprint does not 
include outdoor activity areas, basements, or floor areas above the first floor level. 
 
Building Codes: The various codes of the City which regulate construction and require building 
permits, electrical permits, mechanical permits, plumbing permits, and other permits to do work 
regulated by Chapter 9 of the City Code pertaining to building and building regulation. 
 
Building Coverage: That portion of a lot or building site which is occupied by any building or 
structure, regardless of whether such building or structure is intended for human occupancy. 
 
Building Height:  The vertical distances measured from the finished grade level to the highest point 
of the building.  Finished grade level is determined by the finished floor elevation. 
 
Building -Mounted Antenna: Any antenna that is attached to the wall of, or integrated into 
buildings, church steeples, cooling towers, elevator bulkheads, parapets, or penthouses. 
 
Building Permit:  An authorization to construct a structure as issued by the Building Safety 
Department and authorized by the Planning Director. 
 
Building, Principal:  A building which houses the principal use of the lot. 
 
Building Setback Line: The required distance between the property line and the closest point of 
any building or structure. 
 
Business Support Services: Establishments which primarily provide goods and services to other 
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businesses including, but not limited to, minor job printing, duplicating, binding and photographic 
processing, office security, maintenance and custodial services, and office equipment and machinery 
sales, rentals, and repairing, but no manufacturing of any products. 
 
2.303 òCó Definitions 
 
Carport: A permanent roofed structure with not more than two (2) enclosed sides used or intended 
to be used for automobile shelter. 
 
Child: Any person through the age of fourteen (14) years. 
 
Child Care: The care, supervision and guidance of a child or children, unaccompanied by parent, 
guardian or custodian, on a regular basis, for periods of less than twenty-four (24) hours per day, in a 
place other than the childõs or childrenõs own home or homes. 
 
Child Care Center: Any facility in which child care is regularly provided for compensation for five 
(5) or more children not related to the proprietor.  The proposed child care facility shall meet all 
requirements for certification by the State Department of Health. 
 
Child Care Center, Home: Home child care center is any residential dwelling in which child care is 
regularly provided for compensation for five (5) or more, but not more than ten (10) children not 
related to the proprietor and meeting all requirements for certification by the State Department of 
Health and for occupancy by the Building Safety Department. 
 
Childrenõs Residential Care Facility: A residential care facility with a minimum floor area of fifty 
thousand (50,000) square feet, minimum parcel size of seven (7) acres, limited to an independent 
structure, licensed by the State of Arizona, which provides short or long-term care including lodging, 
meals, special education programs and counseling to children.  Residential care is typically between 
one (1) week and eighteen (18) months. 
 
Church: (See òReligious Facilitiesó). 
 
Clinic: A building or part thereof in which patients are provided diagnostic, therapeutic or 
preventative medical, surgical, dental or optical treatment by a group of doctors acting conjointly on 
an outpatient basis. 
 
Clothes Cleaning and Dyeing Plant: A plant wherein clothing and used fabrics are cleaned and 
dyed and where volatile materials are used in the process. 
 
Clothes Cleaning Establishment: A commercial use wherein clothes cleaning is incidental to a 
laundry pickup establishment, launderette, or a coin-operated dry cleaning service, and where 
nonvolatile materials are used in the process. 
 
Club: means an association of persons, incorporated or not, for a common purpose, but not 
including groups organized solely or primarily to render a service carried on as a business for profit. 
 
Coin-operated Cleaning Service: means any premises wherein are located coin-operated dry 
cleaning machines with a capacity not to exceed eight (8) pounds, using nonvolatile materials 
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provide a retail service similar to that provided at a self-service òLaunderetteó. 
 
Cocktail Lounge: An establishment where the primary use is to serve spirituous liquors to be 
consumed on the premises.  Food may be served as a secondary use. 
 
Co-location: The use of a single mount and/or site by more than one wireless service provider. 
 
College, Trade: (See òTrade Collegeó or òSchool, Tradeó). 
 
Columbarium: means a structure of vaults lined with recesses for cinerary urns. 
 
Commercial Kennel: Any establishment at which dogs, cats, or other small animals are 
commercially cared for, bred, boarded, or trained.  Cat and dog hospitals, veterinarianõs clinics and 
hospitals, and small animal grooming facilities are separately regulated. 
 
Common Open Space:  (See òOpen Space, Commonó).  Any meaningful open space, other than 
private or frontage open space, intended for use by all occupants of a development.  This space may 
include recreation oriented areas. 
 
Community Correctional Facility: A facility that provides lodging, meals, counseling, treatment, 
and rehabilitation to adjudicated delinquents, parolees, and individuals in pre-release (transitional) or 
diversionary programs from, or in lieu of confinement in, correctional institutions.  The facility may 
also provide educational instruction or training. 
 
Condominium: An estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in common in a 
portion of a parcel of real property together with a separate interest in air space in a residential, 
industrial or commercial building on such real property, such as apartment, office or store. 
 
Congregate Care Facility: A long-term residential facility for elderly persons within which are 
provided living and sleeping rooms, a common dining room, laundry services, and room cleaning.  
Such facilities may also provide other services such as transportation for routine social and medical 
appointments. 
 
Convenience Use: Convenience uses are commercial activities, which have relatively high traffic 
generation compared to other commercial uses.  A use will be designated as a òconvenience useó if 
the method of operation includes one (1) or more of the following characteristics and is located 
within 300 feet of any residential zoning district: 
 
A. Retail gasoline sales. 
 
B. Primary business or sale of food or drink for consumption, either on or off premises, over a 

counter, or from an outdoor service window or automobile drive-thru service window.  Of 
the food or drink sold, at least twenty (20%) percent is in disposable, carry out, or edible 
containers. 

 
C. Stores less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet where food and drink is 

sold primarily for consumption off premises. 
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D. Car washes (self-service and/or automated). 
 
All drive thru service windows shall be located on the internal side of convenience uses and screened 
from view from public streets. 
 
Crew Sleeping Quarters and Rest Facilities: Means a place where pilots and/or crew personnel 
that support an aircraftõs operation can sleep or rest.  The quarters may provide any of the following 
amenities: bunks or beds, bathrooms with shower facilities, a kitchenette and a small lounge area.  
The quarters shall not be used as long-term housing or rented out to the general public.  Only 
personnel that are part of the aircraft operations can utilize the quarters. 
 
Curb Level: The level of the established curb at the center or the front of the building. Where no 
curb level has been established, the city engineer shall establish such curb level or its equivalent for 
the purpose of this Zoning Ordinance. 
 
2.304 òDó Definitions 
 
Day/Night Sound Level (ldn):  A cumulative aircraft noise index that estimates the exposure in 
decibels of noise by a weighted sound-level meter for a certain geographic area during a twenty-four 
(24) hour period. 
 
Deferred Presentment Company: A business that makes transactions pursuant to a written 
agreement in which the licensee accepts a check and agrees to hold the check for at least five (5) 
days before presentment for payment or deposit.  The service provided is commonly known as a 
òpayday loanó. 
 
Demolition:  Any act or process which requires a building permit under the Building Code of the 
City which destroys in part or in whole a house, building, or other structure. 
 
Department Store: Any a store divided into separate departments carrying a variety of goods, 
including major appliances and large items of furniture. 
 
Dormitory: Any building intended or used principally for sleeping accommodations, where such 
building is related to an educational or public institution, including religious institutions, fraternities 
and sororities. 
 
Density, Gross: Gross acreage divided into the number of dwelling units, lots, or spaces. 
 
Density, Net: Net acreage, excluding streets, alleys, and other rights-of-way divided into the 
number of dwelling units, lots, or spaces. 
 
Disabled: A person who: (1) Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 
more of such personõs major life activities so that the person is incapable of living independently; (2) 
Has a record of having such an impairment; or (3) Is regarded with having such an impairment.  
However, disabled shall not include current illegal use of or addiction to controlled substances (as 
defined in Section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act [21 U.S.C. § 802], nor shall it include any 
person whose residency in a group home would constitute a direct threat to the health or safety of 
other individuals or would result in substantial physical damage to the property of others. 
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Downtown Promotional Banner: A temporary decorative banner used to promote city-authorized 
special events within the downtown. 
 
Drive-in Theater: An open-air theater designed for viewing by the audience from motor vehicles. 
 
Dump or Landfill:  means a place used for the disposal of solid waste as defined by A.R.S. 49-
701.01 or as may be amended. 
 
Dwelling, Multiple -Residence: A building containing two (2) or more housekeeping units. 
 
Dwelling, Single-Residence: A building containing only one (1) housekeeping unit. 
 
Dwelling Unit:  A room or group of rooms within a building containing cooking accommodations 
and designed to be occupied exclusively by a single housekeeping unit. 
 
2.305 òEó Definitions 
 
Equipment Shelter: A cabinet or building located at the base of or near a wireless communication 
facility within which are housed, among other things, batteries and electrical equipment.  This 
equipment is connected to the antenna by cable. 
 
2.306 òFó Definitions 
 
Fence Height: Fence or wall height shall be measured as follows: 
 
A. Where a fence faces a public street, highway or alley, height shall be measured from the top 

of the curb, or where no curb exists, the center line of the street, highway, or alley.  (See 
Figure D-1). 
 
Figure D-1 ð Fence Height at Public Right of Way (ROW) 
 

   
 
B. Where a fence or wall is between two (2) properties, the height shall be the average 

No Curb With Curb 
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measured from each side of the base of the fence as established at the time of final grading.  
(See Figure D-2). 
 
Figure D-2 ð Fence Height at Common Property Lines 

 
 

C. A retaining wall will be counted as part of the total wall or fence height where the retaining 
wall is no greater than two (2) feet horizontal distance from the wall or fence.  Where a 
retaining wall is greater than two (2) feet distance from the fence or wall, the fence or wall 
height shall be measured from the base of the fence or wall.  (See Figure D-3). 
 
Figure D-3 ð Fence Height Measured with Retaining Wall 

 
 
Floor Area, Gross: The combined area of the floor(s) within the exterior walls of a building.  The 
following are excluded from the floor area: 
 
A. Accessory parking lots and structures. 
 
B. Attic area with head room less than seven (7) feet. 
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C. Enclosed exterior stairways. 
 
Floor Area Ratio (F.A.R.): The ratio of gross floor area to the total net area of the parcel 
expressed as a percent or decimal.  Any area included within a basement where the floor level is at 
least five (5) feet below the adjoining finished grade shall be subtracted prior to calculation of the 
floor area ratio.  Where rounding of numbers is necessary to determine floor area ratio, the nearest 
one hundredth (.00) shall be used.  (See Figure D-4). 
 

Figure D-4 ð Floor Area Ratio (F.A.R.) 

 
 
Footcandle: Means a measurement unit used in determining lighting levels.  Footcandle readings 
are measured at all property lines and shall not exceed a reading of 1.0. 
 
Foster Home: A home occupied as a primary residence by an individual or individuals having the 
care or control of one (1) or more but not more than three (3) minor children, other than those 
related to each other by blood or marriage, or related to such individuals, or who are legal wards of 
such individuals.  Such facility must be licensed by the Arizona Department of Economic Security. 
 
Fowl: Any wild, domestic, or barnyard hen, rooster, chicken, or any of several other, usually 
ground-feeding birds, such as duck, turkey, pheasant, goose, peacock, or guinea fowl. 
 
2.307 òGó Definitions 
 
Garage, Private: Private garage means a detached accessory building or a portion of a main 
building on the same lot for the parking or temporary storage of vehicles of the occupants of the 
premises. 
 
Garage, Public: Public garage means any garage other than a private garage. 
 
Garage, Storage: Storage garage means any premises, used exclusively for the storage of vehicles. 
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Group Home for the Disabled: A dwelling shared as their primary residence by at least six (6) but 
not more than ten (10) handicapped or disabled persons who are not related to the owner or 
manager of the group home for the disabled and who reside together as a single housekeeping unit, 
in which staff persons may provide supervision, personal care, meals, education, participation in 
community activities, counseling, treatment or therapy for the residents thereof, and which may be 
licensed by, certified by, registered with, or otherwise authorized, funded or regulated, in whole or in 
part, by an agency of the state or federal government.  This definition shall include homes for the 
chronically mentally ill, group care agencies, and similar residential living arrangements for 
handicapped or disabled persons.  A group home for the disabled does not include adult care 
homes, nursing homes, shelter facilities, medical institutional uses, alcoholism or drug treatment 
centers, or community correctional facilities.  This definition shall not apply to a home for the 
developmentally disabled as regulated by A.R.S. § 36-582 to the extent of state preemption of local 
zoning regulations. 
 
Guest: Any transient person who occupies a room for sleeping purposes. 
 
Guest House: Living quarters for nonpaying guests, on the premises in an accessory building or 
attached to the principal residence. 
 
Guest Room: Any room which is designed to be occupied by one (1) or more guests for sleeping 
purposes, not including dormitories. 
 
2.308 òHó Definitions 
 
Handicapped: (See òDisabledó). 
 
Heavy Equipment and Sales: Any large piece of equipment that is typically used as part of a 
construction project.  Examples include, but are not limited to: compactors, cranes, dozers, drills, 
dumpers, excavators, forklifts, graders, hoists, lifts, loaders, mixers, pavers, rollers, scrapers, skidders, 
trucks and wheel loaders. 
 
Heliport:  Any helistop which also includes all necessary passenger and cargo facilities; helicopter 
maintenance and overhaul, fueling service, storage, tie down areas, hangars, and other necessary 
buildings and open spaces.  Heliports include any of the uses of helistops. 
 
Helistop: A designated landing area used for the landing and taking off of helicopters for the 
purpose of picking up or discharging passengers or cargo.  No fueling or service facilities are 
permitted. 
 
Home Occupation: Any occupation or profession conducted from a principal residence in a 
residential zoned district, as an accessory use. 
 
Hookah Lounge:  Any business which primarily serves tobacco and related products, whereby 
patrons share tobacco from a communal hookah or water pipe which is placed at each table or 
serving location.  The business may sell beverages and snacks, but the gross sales of these items shall 
not exceed that of tobacco and related products. 
 
Hospital:  Any building or portion thereof used for the accommodation and medical care of sick, 
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injured or infirm persons and including sanitariums, alcoholic sanitariums, institutions for the cure 
of chronic drug addicts and mental patients. 
 
Hotel:  Any building or portion thereof containing six (6) or more guest rooms used by six (6) or 
more guests, for compensation (excepting jails and hospitals), where provision for cooking may be 
made in a limited number of individual suites, and which rooms are designed and intended as 
temporary or overnight accommodations.  Also see òResort Hoteló. 
 
Household Pets: Small animals which are customarily kept as household pets or which are 
generally trainable and readily adaptable to urban residences and surroundings.  Household pets may 
include small domestic animals as well as other nontraditional pets and exotic animals. 
 
Housekeeping Unit: One (1) or more individuals living, sleeping, and cooking in a single dwelling 
unit who share housekeeping tasks and responsibilities as an interdependent unit. 
 
2.309 òIó Definitions 
 
Improved Open Spaces: Means òconstructedó landscaped areas, turf areas, parks, golf courses and 
other recreational facilities excluding any associated buildings. 
 
2.310 òJó Definitions 
 
Junk: means any worn out, cast-off or discarded article or material which is ready for destruction or 
has been collected or stored for salvage or conversion to some use.  Any article or material which is 
unaltered or unchanged and, without further reconditioning, can be used for its original purpose as 
readily as when new, is not considered junk. 
 
Junk Yard: The use of any portion of any lot, whether inside or outside a building, for the 
dismantling or wrecking of automobiles or other motor vehicles or machinery, or for the storage or 
keeping for sale of parts and equipment resulting from such dismantling or wrecking, or for the 
storage or keeping of junk including scrap metal or other scrap materials. 
 
Juvenile Group Home: A foster home suitable for the placement of more than three (3) but not 
more than ten (10) minor children that is licensed by the Arizona State Department of Economic 
Security; or a dwelling otherwise occupied as a primary residence by an individual or individuals 
having care, control or custody of more than three (3) but not more than ten (10) persons under the 
age of eighteen (18) who are not related to the owner or manager of the juvenile group and who 
reside together as a single housekeeping unit, in which staff persons may provide supervision, 
personal care, meals, education, participation in community activities, counseling, treatment or 
therapy for the residents thereof, and which may be licensed by, certified by, registered with, or 
otherwise authorized, funded or regulated, in whole or in part, by an agency of the state or federal 
government.  Regular or ongoing on-site counseling, therapy or medical treatment is not permitted 
in a juvenile group home.  A juvenile group home does not include shelter facilities, medical 
institutional uses, alcoholism or drug treatment centers, or community correctional facilities. 
 
2.311 òKó Definitions 
 
Kennel: Any lot or premises on which four (4) or more dogs or cats at least four (4) months of age, 
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are kept, boarded or trained, whether or not in special buildings or runways. 
 
Kitchen: Any room in a building or dwelling unit which is used for cooking or preparation of food. 
 
2.312 òLó Definitions 
 
Laboratory: A place devoted to experimental study such as testing and analyzing, but not including 
manufacturing of products. 
 
Landscaping: An exterior improvement of property in accordance with an approved landscape 
plan and utilizing approved landscape materials. 
 
Landscape Plan: A graphic representation of the development site, including preliminary and final 
plans as set forth herein, indicating the location of all existing and proposed landscape 
improvements to be present on the site at the completion of the construction of the project. 
 
Landscaping, Screen: Screen landscaping means the planting and continued maintenance of a 
compact screen of evergreen shrubbery, including irrigation systems forming a physical barrier or 
enclosure not less than six (6) feet in height, composed of screen landscaping plant materials 
approved by the planning department.  Minimum size of materials planted shall be as specified by 
the planning department. 
 
Landscaped Area: An area which has been improved through the harmonious combination and 
introduction of trees, shrubs, and ground cover, and which may contain natural topping material 
such as boulders, rock, stone, granite or other approved material,  void of any asphaltic or concrete 
pavement except where walks are allowed. 
 
Launderette: A business premise equipped with individual clothes washing and drying machines 
either coin-operated or attendant operated for the use of retail customers, exclusive of laundry 
facilities provided as an accessory use in an apartment house or an apartment hotel. 
 
Laundry: A premise where clothing and fabrics are washed. 
 
Ldn Contour: A line linking together a series of points of equal cumulative noise exposure based on 
the day/night sound level (ldn) metric.  Such contours are developed based on aircraft flight 
patterns, number of daily aircraft operations by type of aircraft and time of day, noise characteristics 
of each aircraft, and typical runway usage patterns. 
 
Livestock: Any horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, hogs, fowl, and other domestic animals customarily kept 
or raised on a farm or ranch, excluding anything defined as a òHousehold Petó herein. 
 
Live Entertainment: Any use which includes, but is not limited to, disc jockey, live bands, 
comedians, theater for performing arts and other forms of entertainment which include live 
performances at a commercial establishment. 
 
Living Area: The occupied portion of a residence occupied, including interior areas, not including a 
garage or carport. 
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Loading Space: An off-street space or berth on the same lot with a building, or contiguous to a 
group of buildings, for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading 
merchandise or materials. 
 
Lodge and Fraternal Associations: An association of persons, whether incorporated or not, for 
social purpose, but not including groups which are organized primarily to render a service carried on 
as a business for profit. 
 
Lot: A parcel of land, or contiguous parcels under one (1) ownership with frontage or access to a 
public street, occupied or designed to be occupied as a unit and which has been established by plat, 
subdivision, or otherwise lawfully permitted. 
 
Lot, Corner: A parcel of land located at the intersection of two (2) or more streets. 
 
Lot, Cul-de-sac.  Cul-de-sac lot means a lot fronting on, or with more than one-half (1/2) of its 
lot frontage on, the turnaround end of a cul-de-sac street. 
 
Lot Depth: The shortest distance between the midpoint of the front lot line and the midpoint of 
the rear lot line.  (See Figure D-5). 
 

Figure D-5 ð Lot Depth 
 

 
 
Lot, Flag: A lot that is narrower along the roadway frontage than at the building site and employs a 
long, narrow driveway and lot line configuration that extends from the roadway to the building site. 
 
Lot, Interior:  A lot other than a corner lot. 
 
Lot Line: 
 
A. Front.  The lot line adjacent to the street, except as follows: 
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1. Corner lot: the shorter of the two (2) lot lines adjacent to the street shall be the front 
lot line.  The other street frontage shall be the corner side lot line. 

 
2. Through or double frontage lot.  The lot line which is obviously the front by reason 

of the prevailing custom of the other buildings on the block.  The other street 
frontage shall be a rear lot line.  Where such frontage property line is not obviously 
evident, the planning director shall determine the front property line. 

 
B. Rear.  The lot line most nearly opposite to the front property line.  In the event that the 

front property line is a curved line, then the rear property line shall be the lot line most 
nearly opposite a line used to determine front setback line tangent to the front property line 
at its midpoint. 

 
C. Side.  Those other lot lines not defined as a front or rear lot line. 
 
Lot, Through or Double Frontage: A lot which abuts upon two (2) parallel or approximately 
parallel streets or which abuts upon two (2) streets which do not intersect at the boundaries of the 
lot. 
 
Lot Width:  If the side property lines are parallel, the shortest distance between these side lines.  If 
the side property lines are not parallel, the width of the lot shall be the width of the lot at its front 
setback line. 
 
2.313 òMó Definitions 
 
Major Medical Center: A full service hospital and a medical campus of affiliated uses on at least 
ten (10) acres. 
 
Manufactured home: A structure as further defined in A.R.S. Section 41-2142 (23), built in 
accordance with the HUD Act of 1974, or as may be amended, at a site other than where it is 
intended to be used, as opposed to a òfactory builtó building, or òmodularó building, which is 
constructed in accordance with the International Residential Code.  Manufactured homes are built 
on a permanent chassis, capable of being transported in one or more sections, and designed to be 
used with or without a permanent foundation as a dwelling when connected to on-site utilities.  A 
òmanufactured homeó is not a òmobile homeó, a òrecreational vehicleó or a òfactory-builtó building, 
as defined herein. 
 
Massage Establishment: Any business operated in a building, room, place, or establishment, other 
than a regularly licensed and established hospital or dispensary where non-medical or non-surgical 
manipulative exercises or devices are practiced upon the human body manually or otherwise by a 
person licensed pursuant to A.R.S. Title 32, Chapter 42, et seq., other than a licensed physician, 
surgeon, dentist, occupational or physical therapist, chiropractor or osteopath with or without the 
use of therapeutic, electrical, mechanical or bathing devices.  A Massage Establishment also includes 
any bathing establishment operated in conjunction with the business.  Massage establishments, as 
established herein, do not include but are not limited to beauty parlors, salons, spas and health and 
exercise facilities where massage services may be available as an accessory use to a permitted 
principal use. 
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Mini -Warehouse: A facility designed and operated for the storage of goods in individual 
compartments or rooms, which are available for use by the general public on a rental or lease basis.  
In no case may storage spaces be used for manufacturing, retail, or wholesale selling compounding, 
office functions, other business or service uses, or human habitation.  A mini-warehouse shall not 
provide water, sanitary facilities or electricity, with the exception of lighting fixtures, unless 
otherwise approved by the planning commission.  Prefabricated shipping containers are not 
authorized mini-warehouses unless specifically approved by the Planning Commission. 
 
Minor Work: Any change, modifying, restoring, rehabilitating, renovating, surfacing, or resurfacing 
of the features of historic property which does not materially change the historic characteristics of 
the property. 
 
Mixed-Use Development: A lot, or a series of adjacent lots, developed as a unit containing more 
than one (1) land use type. 
 
Mobile H ome: A structure, as further defined in A.R.S. Section 41-2142 (26), or as may be 
amended, built prior to June 15, 1976, on a permanent chassis, capable of being transported in one 
or more sections, and designed to be used with or without permanent foundation as a dwelling when 
connected to on-site utilities.  Mobile homes are not permitted in the City of Glendale, except for 
mobile homes which were located within the city on the original effective date of this ordinance.  
However, if a mobile home is brought up to the Federal Manufactured Home Construction 
Standards of June 15, 1976, the mobile home can be moved into or within the City if it is located in 
a designated mobile home subdivision or park.  The owner of the mobile home shall, at his expense, 
have a qualified inspector acceptable to the City certify to the City that the mobile home has been 
brought up to June 15, 1976 construction standards before placing the mobile home in the City or 
moving the mobile home within the City. 
 
Manufactured H ome Park: Any lot, tract or parcel of land licensed and used or offered for use in 
whole or in part, with or without charge, for the parking of occupied manufactured homes and 
travel trailers and used solely for living or sleeping purposes. 
 
Manufactured H ome Space: A plot of ground within a manufactured home park designed for the 
accommodation of one (1) manufactured home. 
 
Manufactured Home Subdivision: A subdivision for residential use by manufactured homes 
exclusively. 
 
Modular H ousing: Means a òfactory built buildingó single story commercial building of less than 
four thousand five hundred (4,500) square foot floor space; a residential building not exceeding two 
(2) stories in height, a dwelling unit or habitable room thereof which is either wholly or in substantial 
part manufactured at an off-site location to be assembled on site, except that it does not include a 
mobile home or a manufactured home as defined in this section. 
 
Monopole: A tower used exclusively for wireless communication that is self-supporting with a 
single shaft of steel, concrete or wood. 
 
Mount: The ground, base pad, or the structure to which a wireless communication facility is 
attached. 
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Motel.  (See òHoteló). 
 
Municipal Use: Any use provided which is operated by or contracted for by the city.  Municipal 
use shall not include any vehicle, bicycle, equestrian, or pedestrian right-of-way dedications or 
easements or scenic dedications or easements, single purpose flood control corridors, or utilities 
which are located underground. 
 
2.314 òNó Definitions 
 
Nonconforming Building:  A structure or portion thereof lawfully existing at one time, but which 
does not conform to the zone in which it is located due to a later adopted height, area or dimension 
regulations.  See Section 1.400 for regulations. 
 
Nonconforming Lot:  A parcel of land having less area, frontage or dimensions than required in the 
zone in which it is located.  See Section 1.400 for regulations. 
 
Nonconforming Use: A lawful use when established but, which does not conform to subsequently 
established zoning or zoning regulations.  See Section 1.400 for regulations. 
 
Nursery School: (See òChild Care Centeró). 
 
Nude, Nudity or State of Nudity: The appearance of the cleft of the buttocks, anus, genitals or 
areola of the female breast; or a state of dress which fails to opaquely cover the cleft of the buttocks, 
anus, genitals or areola of the female breast. 
 
Nude Model Studio: Any place where a person appears nude or semi-nude, and is provided to be 
observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed or similarly depicted by other persons 
for any consideration, the term ònude model studioó does not include a proprietary school that is 
licensed by this state; a college, community college or university that is supported entirely or in part 
by taxation; a private college or university that maintains and operates educational programs in 
which credits are transferable to a college, community college or university that is supported entirely 
or in part by taxation; or a structure to which all of the following apply: 
 
A. A sign is not visible from the exterior of the structure and no other advertising appears on 

the premises indicating that a nude or semi-nude person is available for viewing; 
 
B. The business does not otherwise advertise itself as an adult business; 
 
C. Where in order to participate in a class, a student must enroll at least three (3) days in 

advance of the class; and 
 
D. Where no more than one (1) nude, or semi-nude model is on the premises at any one (1) 

time. 
 
Nursing Home:  A nursing home is an extended health care facility providing lodging, meals, 
treatment, and skilled nursing care on a long-term basis to individuals who, because of advanced age, 
chronic illness, or infirmity, are unable to care for themselves. 
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2.315 òOó Definitions  
 
Occupant: The person occupying or having custody of a structure or premises as a lessee or tenant. 
 
Office: A use that provides professional, administrative, or business related services.  Production, 
storage, distribution, or sale of goods or commodities are not included. 
 
Off-street: Land which is not within the right-of-way of any street or alley. 
 
Open Space:  Space which can be enjoyed by people and may either be private or dedicated to the 
public.  This space includes landscaped plazas, grass and trees, fountains, sitting areas, etc., and is 
meant to provide an open garden atmosphere.  Open space does not include parking areas, vacant 
or undeveloped lots or any other space which does not contribute to the quality of the environment. 
 
Open Space, Common: Any meaningful open space, other than private or frontage open space, 
intended for use by all occupants of a development.  This space may include recreation oriented 
areas. 
 
Open Space, Private: An open space intended for the exclusive use of the occupants of a dwelling 
unit. 
 
Outdoor Sales: The display of products or services which are intended for retail or wholesale 
purchase not within a completely enclosed building. 
 
2.316 òPó Definitions 
 
Parking Area, Public:  Public parking area means an open area, other than a street, or a private 
parking area, used for the parking of five (5) or more automobiles. 
 
Parking Lot: A parcel of land devoted to parking spaces as set forth by the parking standards of the 
City of Glendale. 
 
Parking Lot, Commercial: Any lot, meeting all development standards, upon which members of 
the general public operating a motor vehicle may be required to pay a charge or fee for parking to 
the owner of the lot or his agent. 
 
Parking Space, Automobile: Automobile parking space means space within a building or a 
private or public parking area, exclusive of driveways, ramps, columns, office and working areas, for 
the parking of one (1) automobile. 
 
Parking Space, Covered: Covered parking space means an automobile parking space which is 
located completely under a roof structure. 
 
Paved Parking Space or Surface: An area covered by an impervious dust free surface of asphalt or 
concrete designed to City specifications. 
 
Pawn Shops: As defined by the Glendale City Code Section 21-1. 
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Plant Nursery (Wholesale): A facility where live plants are grown or propagated for sale to retail 
operators. 
 
Pool Cabana: A permanent enclosed accessory structure located near a swimming pool and used 
for changing clothes and which may or may not contain toilet facilities.  The accessory structure 
shall not contain any areas designed for sleeping, eating or cooking. 
 
Prefabricated House: A residential or nonresidential building including a dwelling unit or habitable 
room thereof which is either wholly or in substantial part manufactured at an off-site location to be 
assembled on-site, except that it does not include a manufactured home, recreational vehicle or 
mobile home as defined in this Ordinance. 
 
Principal Use: The main or primary use on any lot or parcel which establishes the basic land use 
characteristics of the property, as opposed to an accessory use.  In some instances, a property may 
have more than one (1) principal use. 
 
Private Open Space:  (See òOpen Space, Privateó). 
 
Private Schools: Parochial schools, and other private, primary, or secondary schools certified by 
Arizona Department of Education, institutions of higher education including athletic fields, 
playgrounds, dormitories, and swimming pools accessory thereto, on the same lot or parcel of land.  
Private schools shall not include any type of therapeutic counseling or rehabilitation facilities. 
 
Professional Office: Offices where services are provided that require specialized training or 
professional certification including but not limited to accountant, appraiser, attorney, architect, 
landscape architect, engineer, surveyor, stockbroker, physician, dentist, chiropractor, massage 
therapist, psychologist, and optometrist.  No goods or merchandise are sold or exchanged. 
 
Project: One (1) or more uses, buildings, or tenant spaces designed to function as an integral unit 
through shared parking and driveways, even though there may be separate ownerships and parcels. 
 
Public Utility Facilities : Local utility installations that typically include neighborhood transmission 
substations, vaults, water wells and tanks, and distribution equipment.  Office, administrative, or 
fleet operations are not included at these locations. 
 
2.317 òQó Definitions 
 
Quarry, Sand Pit or Gravel Pit: A lot or land or part thereof used for the purpose of excavating 
sand, gravel, limestone, marble or other nonmetallic materials, but does not include oil wells or shaft 
mine operations nor the process of grading a lot preparatory to the construction of a building for 
which application for building permit has been made. 
 
2.318 òRó Definitions 
 
Radio Transmitter: Means broadcasting studio facilities and any other equipment necessary in the 
operation of a radio station. 
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Ramada: A roofed area open on all sides. 
 
Reception Center: An indoor or outdoor facility for the purpose of hosting meetings, weddings, 
receptions or other similar functions. 
 
Recreation and Social Clubs: Buildings and grounds used for and operated by membership or 
fraternal organizations primarily for recreation and service of members and their guests and not 
primarily for profit, including but not limited to golf clubs, riding clubs, American Legion halls, Elks 
clubs, and similar facilities. 
 
Recreational Facilities, Indoor: Establishments providing indoor amusement or recreation.  
Typical uses include: martial arts studios, billiard and pool halls, electronic and coin-operated game 
rooms, bowling alleys, skating rinks, and health and fitness establishments. 
 
Recreational Facilities, Outdoor: Long term facilities providing outdoor amusement and 
entertainment.  Typical uses include miniature golf, skateboard parks, amusement parks, go cart race 
tracks, and batting cages. 
 
Recreational Vehicle: A vehicular type of unit forty (40) feet or less in length and eight (8) feet or 
less in width, primarily designed for temporary living quarters, recreation, camping, or travel use, 
which either: 
 
A. Contains its own motive power as in the case of motor homes, minimotor homes, or 

recreational vans; 
 
B. Is drawn by another vehicle as in the case of travel trailers, tent trailers, camper trailers, or 

watercraft on boat trailers; or 
 
C. Is mounted on another vehicle as in the case of truck campers. 
 
Recycling Center: A facility within a completely enclosed building in which recoverable resources 
such as newspapers, glassware, and metal cans are collected, stored, crushed, and/or bundled for 
transport to a reprocessing plant. 
 
Recycling Container: A collection container that serves as a neighborhood drop-off point for 
temporary storage of recoverable resources.  This facility would generally be located in a shopping 
center parking lot or in other public/quasi-public areas such as churches, parks, and schools.  It is 
intended for household or consumer use. 
 
Redevelopment: Any modification, alteration, remodeling, or new construction to an existing site 
or structure which requires a permit under the Building Code of the City of Glendale. 
 
Religious Facilities: A building or group of buildings or structures, used for organized religious 
services and generally associated limited accessory uses.  The term includes churches, synagogues, 
temples, mosques, and other similarly recognized places of worship. 
 
Rental Unit: A Dwelling Unit occupied in return for compensation paid to the owner or person 
lawfully in control of the Dwelling Unit. 
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Residential Use: Long term occupancy of residential structures including single residence and 
multiple residence dwellings, dormitories, and mobile homes. 
 
Resort Hotel: A building or group of buildings containing guest rooms providing a variety of 
outdoor recreation activities such as golf, tennis, horseback riding, or swimming for guests.  A resort 
may provide services customarily furnished by a hotel including restaurant, gift shop, bar, and 
convention facilities.  A resort may contain dwelling units in conjunction with guestsõ rooms. 
 
Rooftop Mounted Antenna: An antenna that is located on top of roof and is not a wall-mount or 
an alternative design structure. 
 
2.319 òSó Definitions 
 
School: A place of general instruction including public schools, charter schools and colleges, but not 
including business colleges, child care centers, dancing schools, riding academies, or specialized trade 
or vocational schools. 
 
School, Trade: means a school, which may be operated as a commercial venture, is primarily 
established to teach students skills to be used in a specific trade or occupation and does not include 
lodging for students or faculty. 
 
School, Vocation.  (See School, Trade) 
 
Semi-public Use or Facilities:  Any use owned or operated by a nonprofit, religious or 
philanthropic institution and providing educational, cultural, recreational, religious, health care or 
similar types of programs. 
 
Semi-Nude or Semi-Nudity:  A state of dress which shows the female breast below a horizontal 
line across the top of the areola at its highest point, or which shows the male or female buttocks.  
This definition shall not include any portion of the cleavage of the female breast exhibited by a 
dress, blouse, leotard, bathing suit or other wearing apparel, provided that the areola is not exposed 
in whole or in part. 
 
Semi-Nude Business: Any commercial establishment, other than an adult cabaret, nude model 
studio or topless bar, which features employees who appear semi-nude before customers on the 
business premises.  The term òsemi-nude businessó is intended to apply to businesses which 
emphasize and seek, through the conduct of any employee or performer, to arouse or excite any 
patronõs sexual desires.  Nothing in this definition shall be construed to apply to the presentation or 
performance of any play, drama or ballet in any theater, concert hall, fine arts academy, school, 
institution of higher education or similar establishment as a form of expression of opinion or 
communication of ideas or information, as differentiated from the promotion of exploitation of 
semi-nudity for the purpose of advancing the economic welfare of a commercial or business 
enterprise. 
 
Service Clubs: Buildings and grounds used for and operated by non-profit organizations whose 
membership is open to any resident of the community, including YMCA, YWCA, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Boys and Girls Club and any similar organization having as its primary objective the 
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improvement of the district, neighborhood or community and its social welfare.  Service Clubs shall 
not include Recreation and Social Clubs as herein defined. 
 
Setback: The required distance between the property line and the closest point of any building or 
structure.  (See Figure D-6). 
 

Figure D-6 ð Setbacks 

 
 
Shelter Care Facility: A short-term residential care service which provides temporary lodging, 
meals, and counseling to individuals and groups such as the homeless, pregnant teenagers, victims of 
domestic violence, neglected children, and runaways.  Short-term residential care is typically less than 
thirty (30) days. 
 
Sign: Any device (including, but not limited to, letters, words, numerals, figures, emblems, pictures, 
or any part or combination) used for visual communication which is intended to attract the attention 
of the public and is visible from the public rights-of-way or other properties.  The term òsignó shall 
not include any flag, badge or insignia of any governmental unit nor shall it include any item of 
merchandise normally displayed within a show window of a business. 
 
Sign, Awning: Signs which are placed on or integrated into fabric or other material canopies which 
are mounted on the exterior of a building.  (See Figure D-7). 
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Figure D-7 ð Sign Types 

 
 
Sign, Billboard: A large panel designed to display outdoor advertising.  The message on the panel 
may be static or change at specific or programmed time intervals. 
 
Sign, Construction or Development: A temporary sign providing information about future 
development or current construction on a site, and the parties involved in the project. 
 
Sign, Directional: An on-premises sign that includes information assisting in the flow of pedestrian 
or vehicular traffic such as enter, exit, and one-way.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
 
Sign, Directory: A sign, other than an identification sign, listing the names, uses, or locations of the 
various businesses or activities conducted within a building or group of buildings which is centrally 
located and intended to provide on-site directions. 
 
Sign, Fascia: A sign which is mounted against the horizontal piece covering the joint between the 
top of a wall and the projecting eaves of the roof.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
 
Sign, Freestanding: A sign which is erected on its own self-supporting permanent structure, 
detached from any supporting elements of a building.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
 
Sign, Freeway Pylon: A sign oriented and intended to be viewed from the freeway for the purpose 
of identifying a business or a commercial or mixed use development adjacent to the freeway. 
 
Sign, Hospital Emergency: Freestanding identification and wall signs that either direct the public 
to or identify the location of a hospital emergency facility. 
 
Sign, Identification: A sign that is designed and intended to identify only the business, place, 
organization, building, street address, or person on the property on which it is located. 
 
Sign, Illuminated: A sign whose surface is artificially lighted internally or externally. 
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Sign, Mansard: A sign permanently affixed to a wall or surface designed to protect the edge of a 
roof, such surface being no more than thirty (30) degrees from vertical. 
 
Sign, Menu: A temporary sign used to inform the public of the list of entrees, dishes, foods, and 
entertainment available in a restaurant. 
 
Sign, Menu Board: A permanently mounted sign displaying the bill of fare for a drive thru 
restaurant. 
 
Sign, Noncommercial: A sign which does not contain information or advertising for any business, 
commodity, service, entertainment, product, or other attraction. 
 
Sign, Nonconforming: A sign lawfully erected and maintained prior to the adoption of this 
ordinance which does not conform with the requirements of this ordinance. 
 
Sign, Open House Directional: A temporary sign used to advertise the sale of a house and direct 
traffic to the house for sale. 
 
Sign, Parapet: A sign attached to that portion of a buildingõs exterior wall that projects above the 
plate line of a building. 
 
Sign, Political: A sign which supports any candidate for public office or urges action for or against 
any other matter on the ballot of primary, general, or special elections. 
 
Sign, Portable: Any sign not affixed to a structure or ground mounted on a site. 
 
Sign, Projecting: A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending in whole or in part 
more than fourteen (14) inches beyond the building.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
 
Sign, Reader Panel: A sign designed to permit immediate change of copy either manually or 
electronically. 
 
Sign, Roof: A sign erected on a roof, or signs that project above the highest point of the roof line, 
parapet, or fascia of the building.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
 
Sign, Sale, Lease or Rent: A sign advertising for sale, lease, or rent the property or building upon 
which it is located. 
 
Sign, Shingle: A sign suspended from, and located entirely under a covered porch, covered 
walkway, or an awning. 
 
Sign, Structure: The supports and framework of the sign. 
 
Sign, Temporary: A sign not intended or designed for permanent display. 
 
Sign, Wall: A sign mounted flat against and projecting less than fourteen (14) inches from, or 
painted on the wall of a building or structure with the exposed face of the sign in a plane parallel to 
the face of the wall.  This does not include window signs.  (See Figure D-7 above). 
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Sign, Window: A sign affixed to the interior or exterior of a window, or placed immediately behind 
a window pane so as to attract the attention of persons outside the building.  (See Figure D-7 
above). 
 
Single Retail Use Gross Floor Area: This includes all enclosed areas which share check stands, 
management, a controlling ownership interest, indoor storage areas, outdoor storage areas, loading 
docks and delivery areas.  It also includes any outside area which provides associated services to the 
public such as but not limited to outdoor merchandise display or snack bar. 
 
Site Plan: A plan, prepared to scale, showing accurately and with complete dimensioning, all of the 
buildings, structures and uses and the exact manner of development proposed for a specific parcel 
of land. 
 
Small Animal Grooming Facility: An establishment at which dogs, cats, or other small animals are 
commercially groomed, bathed, or trimmed.  There shall be no boarding or overnight keeping of any 
animals, and all animals shall be kept inside an enclosed, soundproofed building at all times. 
 
Spa: A facility which provides an integrated combination of fitness, beauty, rejuvenation and 
relaxation programs.  A primary use spa is one where the minimum facilities provide beauty salon, 
and steam room and/or sauna, showers and therapy pool, and sequestered rooms for massage and 
body treatments.  An accessory use spa is one where the focus is relaxation and therapeutic 
programs rather than fitness and beauty.  Minimum facilities are not required for an accessory use 
spa. 
 
Special Event: A temporary outdoor use on private property which extends beyond the normal 
uses and standards allowed by the zoning ordinance of the City of Glendale.  Special events includes, 
but are limited to, art shows, sidewalk sales, pumpkin and Christmas tree sales, haunted houses, 
carnivals, special auto sales, grand openings, festivals, home exhibitions, and church bazaars. 
 
Specified Anatomical Areas: Human genitals in a state of sexual arousal; the appearance of the 
cleft of the buttocks, anus, genitals or areola of the female breast; or a state of dress which fails to 
opaquely cover the cleft of the buttocks, anus, genitals or areola of the female breast. 
 
Specified Sexual Activities: Activities that depict, describe, or relate to any of the following 
activities: 
 
A. The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus or 

female breasts; 
 
B. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation or 

sodomy; 
 
C. Masturbation, actual or simulated; or 
 
D. Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any activities set forth in subsections A 

through C. 
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Stable, Commercial: Commercial stable means a stable for horses, mules or ponies which are let, 
hired, used or boarded on a commercial basis and for compensation. 
 
Stable, Private: Private stable means a detached accessory building for the keeping of horses, 
mules or ponies owned by the occupants of the premises and not kept for remuneration, hire or 
sale. 
 
Storage Shed: One (1) story, detached accessory building used for tools and storage, playhouse, or 
similar use with a projected roof area of less than one hundred twenty (120) square feet. 
 
Story: A space in a building between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next floor 
above, or if there be no floor above; then the space between such floor and the ceiling or roof 
above; provided, however, that where the floor level of the first story is at least six (6) feet below the 
adjoining finished grade, the space shall be considered a basement and not counted as a story. 
 
Street: A public thoroughfare, including road, highway, drive, lane, avenue, place, boulevard, and 
any other thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property. 
 
Street Frontage: A lineal measurement on one (1) side of a street between two (2) intersecting 
streets (crossing or terminating) along the line of the street, or, if the street is a dead end, then the 
lineal distance abutting on one (1) side between an intersecting street and the dead end of the street, 
including the distance fronting on a cul-de-sac. 
 
Structural Alteration: Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls, 
columns, beams, or girders. 
 
Structure:  Means anything constructed or erected which requires permanent location on the 
ground or attachment to something having a permanent location on the ground, including awnings 
and patio covers, but excluding walls and fences six (6) feet in height or less, and outdoor areas such 
as uncovered paved areas, patios, walks, tennis courts, and swimming pools. 
 
Structure, Accessory: Accessory structures means uses accessory to the main use, including but 
not limited to, cabana, gazebo, greenhouse, pergola, pool, or hot tub and related equipment, or 
workshop but does not include structures used for sleeping quarters. 
 
Structure, Temporary: Temporary structure means a structure which is readily movable and used 
or intended to be used for a period not to exceed ninety (90) consecutive days per calendar year and 
in conformance with all applicable property development standards for the zone in which it is 
located. 
 
Supervisory Care Facility: A facility with characteristics of a group home which has eleven (11) or 
more individuals. 
 
Swap Meet: Means the use, rental or lease of stalls or areas outside of an enclosed building by 
vendors offering goods or materials for sale or exchange, but not including public fairs, art exhibits 
or farmerõs markets. 
 

http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#STRUCTURE
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#USE
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#ACCESSORY
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#USE
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#HOTTUB
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/zoning/P-8.html#USED
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2.319 òTó Definitions 
 
Tattoo Studio: Means a business that marks the skin with any indelible design, letter, scroll, figure, 
symbol or any other mark that is placed by the aid of needles or other instruments upon or under 
the skin with any substance that will leave permanent color under the skin and which may be 
operated in conjunction with a Body Piercing Studio. 
 
Temporary Office or Construction Trailer: A temporary portable unit for office use which is 
designed to be transported, after fabrication, on its own wheels, or on a flatbed, other trailer, or have 
detachable wheels. 
 
Thrift Store: A profit or nonprofit business or organization that engages in or specializes in the sale 
or resale of previously owned or used goods and merchandise from an area greater than twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the total floor area devoted to retail sales and whose merchandise is donated or 
principally donated.  A specialty retail store which sells used merchandise not donated for sale 
including, but not limited to, used record stores, used book stores, used furniture stores, and sports 
trading card stores, shall not be considered a thrift store for the purpose of this ordinance. 
 
Topless Bar: Any establishment which is required to hold a liquor license under Arizona law and 
which offers semi-nude performers as entertainment. 
 
Tower: A structure consisting of more than a single shaft of steel or concrete used to elevate an 
antenna for wireless communication or broadcasting. 
 
Tower Height: When referring to a tower or alternative structure, the distance measured from the 
finished grade of the parcel to the highest point on the other structure including the base pad. 
 
Townhouse: Means a single-family dwelling with party walls and a real property line or lot line 
between the building with no side yards between abutting dwellings. 
 
Transportation Facilities: Means facilities for loading, unloading, and transferring passengers, 
baggage, and incidental freight between modes of transportation.  This classification includes but is 
not limited to bus terminals, public transit stations or park and ride facilities. 
 
Travel Trailer: A vehicular portable home not exceeding eight (8) feet in width nor more than 
thirty-three (33) feet in length designed as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational, and vacation 
uses.  Such home shall not exceed the limits set forth by the State for movement over and upon the 
highways without a special permit.  A travel trailer shall not include a motor home, recreational van, 
tent trailer, camper trailer, watercraft on a boat trailer, or a truck camper. 
 
2.320 òUó Definitions 
 
Unoccupied Recreational Vehicle Storage: Means a facility for the storage of recreational 
vehicles where occupancy of vehicles is not permitted during storage and which may also include an 
apartment/office within the facility for on-premise supervision. 
 
Use: The purpose for which land or a building thereof is designed, arranged, or intended, or for 
which it is occupied or maintained, let or leased. 
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2.321 òVó Definitions 
 
Vehicle, Commercial: Means every vehicle, including trailers, that pertains to or is characteristic of 
commerce, transports passengers or goods for profit, or is designed or used for any commercial 
purpose. 
 
Vehicle Repair, Major: The service and repair of major components of vehicles including engines 
and transmissions.  These vehicles may include automobiles, boats, motorcycles, trucks, motor 
homes, or travel trailers. 
 
Vehicle Repair, Minor: An establishment which provides minor service and maintenance of the 
ancillary systems of vehicles including accessories, lubrication, minor repair and tune-up of engines, 
and/or washing and polishing services. 
 
Veterinary Offices: Means a place where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment 
and are cared for during the time of treatment and any use as a kennel is limited to short-time 
boarding incidental to the treatment. 
 
2.322 òWó Definitions 
 
Wall or Fence: Means any structure or device not including landscape features, forming a physical 
barrier, including concrete, concrete block, wood, metal, or other materials that are so assembled as 
to form a barrier.  Where a solid wall is specified, one hundred percent (100%) of the vertical surface 
shall be closed, except for approved gates or other access ways.  Where a masonry wall is specified, 
the wall shall be concrete block, brick, stone or other masonry material and one hundred percent 
(100%) of the vertical surface shall be closed, except for approved gates or other access ways. 
 
Warehousing and Distribution: A use engaged in storage, wholesale, and distribution of 
manufactured products, supplies, and equipment, but excluding bulk storage of materials that are 
inflammable or explosive or that create hazardous or commonly recognized offensive conditions. 
 
Watercourse: Means a natural or manmade lake, river, creek, stream, wash, arroyo, channel, culvert, 
pipes or any other topographic feature, through, on or over which waters flow at least periodically.  
òWatercoursesó include specifically designated areas in which substantial flood damage may occur. 
 
Watercourses, Major: Washes having a 100-year flood flow rate of more than seven hundred fifty 
(750) cfs. 
 
Watercourses, Minor:  Washes having a capacity of at least fifty (50) cfs and a 100-year flood flow 
rate of up to seven hundred fifty (750) cfs. 
 
Wireless Communication Facility: Means a facility for the provision of personal wireless services 
as defined by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, and any amendments thereto.  Wireless 
communication facilities are composed of two or more of the following components: antenna, 
mount, equipment shelter, and wall or security barrier. 
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2.323 òYó Definitions 
 
Yard Sale: Means the casual and incidental sale of miscellaneous used or unwanted household 
goods or personal items not associated with ongoing commercial operations.  A yard sale shall also 
include any garage sale, estate sale or rummage sale. 
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ARTICLE  3. ADMINISTRATION.  

 

33..110000  
3.100 ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES AND OFFICERS. 

 
3.101 Planning Director. 
 
The Planning Director shall carry out all responsibilities of the office of the Zoning Administrator as 
defined in Arizona Revised Statutes and set forth hereafter.  Such duties include, but are not limited 
to: 
 
A. Administration and interpretation of this ordinance, including: clarification of the intent, 

review of land uses described and included in a zoning district, and delegation of 
responsibilities for administering procedures and requirements of the ordinance; 

 
B. Authorizing administrative relief; 
 
C. Enforcement of this Zoning Ordinance, and; 
 
D. Preparing application guidelines, forms, and administrative procedures. 
 
Additional detail of responsibilities of the Planning Director may be provided in other specific 
sections of this ordinance.  All decisions and interpretations by the Planning Director may be 
appealed to the Board of Adjustment in accordance with the procedures prescribed in Section 3.700; 
except as otherwise provided by this ordinance in Section 3.607 for design review decisions. 
 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93) 
 
3.102 Planning Commission. 
 
A. Purpose.  The Planning Commission provides analysis and recommendations to the City 

Council related to the Cityõs General Plan, for zoning, ordinance amendments, subdivisions, 
conditional use permits, and other matters affecting land use, and development within the 
city. 

 
B. Organization.  The Planning Commission shall consist of no less than five (5) nor more than 

seven (7) members appointed by the City Council.  Each member shall be appointed for a 
term of two years.  In the event of the death or resignation of a member, the vacancy may be 
filled for the unexpired term.  The members of the Planning Commission shall serve without 
compensation.  Change of residence from the city by a member shall create a vacancy on the 
Planning Commission. 

 
C. Officers.  The City Council shall select a Chairman of the Planning Commission who shall 

serve as Chairman for a term of one (1) year, and who shall preside at all meetings and be 

Formatted:  Font: 12 pt, Bold, Font color: Black



Draft City of Glendale Zoning Ordinance 
 Please note this document is subject to change until adopted by City Council 
  

  

July 30, 2010 Page 42 

the head of the Planning Commission.  The City Council shall select for a one (1) year term, 
a Vice-Chairman to act in the absence of the Chairman.  The Planning Director or designee 
shall act as Secretary to the Planning Commission, whose duties will be to record accurate 
minutes of the proceedings and any such other duties as may be assigned by the Planning 
Commission. 

 
D. Rules. 
 

1. The Planning Commission shall adopt guidelines to establish rules and regulations 
for its governance consistent with the laws of this state, this ordinance and with the 
City Charter; 

 
2. The Planning Commission shall meet at least once a month at such time and place as 

may be fixed by the Planning Commission; 
 
3. Planning Commission members shall be subject to all applicable conflict of interest 

provisions of State law and the City Charter; and 
 
4. A quorum consisting of four (4) members shall be present in order to conduct 

business.  A concurring vote of the majority of the appointed members present shall 
be required to approve or deny a motion on any public hearing item. 

 
E. Powers.  The Planning Commission shall have all the powers which are now or may 

hereafter be given it by the general laws of the state State and ordinances of the City to 
include at a minimum: 

 
1. To hear requests for amendments of the text or official Official zoning Zoning map 

Map and recommend approval, denial, or approval with conditions to City Council; 
 
2. To hear requests and approve or deny conditional use permits as required by this 

ordinance; 
 
3. To prescribe conditions or stipulations for any conditional use permit or amendment 

to this Zoning Ordinance as may be required to carry out the provisions and intent 
of this ordinance; 

 
4. To hear appeals from any decision made by the Planning Director resulting from the 

design review process; 
 
5. To hear requests to amend the General Plan text or maps and recommend approval, 

denial, or approval to the City Council with changes to the requested action; 
 
6. To exercise powers of the Airport Zoning Commission pursuant to Arizona Revised 

Statutes, Section 28-846128-8467 now in effect or as it may be amended from time 
to time;, et seq.; 

 
7. To make recommendations to City Council on the Cityõs Capital Improvement 

Plans; 
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8. To hear requests for design review approval on certain freestanding identification 

signs as provided by Section 7.104 of this ordinance. 
 
F. Recommendations in Writing.  All recommendations made to the City Council by the 

Planning Commission shall be submitted in writing.  A report of all business conducted by 
the Planning Commission shall be forwarded to City Council in the form of minutes of all 
regular business meetings and hearings. 

 
G. Expenditure.  The Planning Commission shall have no authority to make expenditure on 

behalf of the City or to obligate the City for payment of any sums of money, except as 
herein provided, and then only after the City Council shall first authorize such expenditure. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93; Ord. No. 2590, § 1, 10-9-07) 
 
3.103 Board of Adjustment. 
 
A. Purpose.  The Board of Adjustment is a quasi-judicial body created to hear requests for relief 

from the terms of this ordinance and to hear and decide appeals from decisions of the 
Planning Director. 

 
B. Organization.  The Board of Adjustment is hereby created and is hereby created and shall 

consist of be composed of not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) members who shall 
be residents of the city and who shall serve without pay.  Each member of the Board of 
Adjustment shall be appointed by the City Council for a period of two (2) years.  In the 
event of the death or resignation of a member, the vacancy may be filled for the unexpired 
term.  Change of residence from the city of a member shall create a vacancy on the Board of 
Adjustment. 

 
C. Officers.  The City Council shall select a Chairman from among the members of the Board 

of Adjustment who shall serve as such Chairman for a term of one (1) year and who shall 
have the power to administer oaths and take evidence.  The City Council shall select a Vice-
Chairman for a one (1) year term to act in the absence of the Chairman.  The Planning 
Director or designee shall act as Secretary to the Board of Adjustment, whose duties are to 
keep accurate minutes of all proceedings and all other duties as maybe assigned by the Board 
of Adjustment. 

 
D. Rules. 
 

1. The Board of Adjustment shall adopt guidelines to establish rules of procedure for 
its governance consistent with provisions of this ordinance, laws of this state and the 
City Charter. 

 
2. A quorum consisting of four (4) members shall be present in order to conduct 

business.  A concurring vote of a majority of the appointed members present shall be 
required to reverse any order or decision of the Planning Director being appealed to 
the Board, or to approve or deny a request for a variance from the terms and 
conditions of this ordinance. 
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3. Board of Adjustment members shall be subject to all applicable conflict of interest 

provisions of State law and the City Charter. 
 
E. Powers.  The Board of Adjustment shall have all the powers which are now or may hereafter 

be given it by the general laws of the State and the ordinances of the City including, but not 
limited to: 

 
1. Hearing and deciding appeals from any decision or interpretation made by the 

Planning Director, except as otherwise provided in the administration and 
enforcement of this ordinance; 

 
2. Hearing and deciding requests for variances from the terms of this ordinance 

because of special circumstances applicable to a property, including its size, shape, 
topography, location, or surroundings, where the strict application of this ordinance 
would deprive such property of privileges enjoyed by other properties in the same 
zoning district; 

 
3. Interpreting on appeal or on its own motion, the location of any district boundary 

line shown on the official Official  zoning Zoning  map Map of the City; 
 
4. Prescribing any conditions or stipulations for any variance or appeal as it may deem 

necessary to fully carry out the provisions and intent of this ordinance and which will 
assure that the adjustment authorized shall not constitute a grant of special privileges 
inconsistent with the limitations upon other similarly situated or zoned properties.  
Such conditions may include, but not be limited to, a period of time for the applicant 
to carry out the terms of a variance or appeal; 

 
5. To exercise powers of the Airport Board of Adjustment pursuant to Arizona Revised 

Statutes, Section 28-8473 Section § 28-8471 et seq., , et seq., now in effect or as it 
may be amended from time to time. 

 
F. Ex Parte Contact.  Any board member who reviews written communications or engages in 

verbal communications which are not part of the Board of Adjustment record shall disclose 
such communication at the time of the public hearing. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93; Ord. No. 2590, § 1, 10-9-07) 
 
3.104 Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
A. Purpose.  The Historic Preservation Commission shall work with the Planning Commission 

and City Council on matters of historic preservation; take the initiative in bringing people 
together on historic preservation issues; review proposed alterations to historic properties, 
historic districts and archaeological resources through the Certificate of Appropriateness 
process; and develop, maintain and from time to time amend, a plan for historic preservation 
in the city City.  The Historic Preservation Commission shall survey historic properties 
including archaeological resources, recommend to the Planning Commission and City 
Council designations for Historic Preservation Districts, initiate designations for historic 
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preservation districts and amendments, and establish guidelines for evaluation of historic 
properties, including archaeological resources; provide public information and education on 
preservation, coordinate resources and provide technical assistance, promote revitalization of 
the City through preservation, and make recommendations to the Planning Commission, 
City Council and citizens of the City regarding historic preservation.  The Commission may 
also confer with other city, county, regional, state and national historic preservation boards 
and commissions.  The Commission shall initiate plans for the restoration or rehabilitation 
of privately owned buildings and the preservation of archaeological resources.  The 
Commission shall work with City departments to discourage and prevent unwanted 
demolition of historic buildings and structures and the destruction of archaeological 
resources. 

 
B. Organization.  A Historic Preservation Commission shall consist of seven (7) members who 

are residents of the city.  The members shall serve for terms of two (2) years, except that 
members of the first Historic Preservation Commission shall serve as designated by the City 
Council for the following terms: four (4) members for two (2) years and three (3) members 
for one (1) year.  Any vacancy shall be filled by the City Council within a reasonable time 
after the vacancy occurs, for the unexpired term.  The members of the Historic Preservation 
Commission shall serve without compensation. 

 
C. Officers.  The City Council shall select a Chairman of the Historic Preservation Commission 

who shall serve as Chairman for a term of one (1) year, and who shall preside at all meetings 
and be the head of the Historic Preservation Commission.  The City Council shall select for 
a one (1) year term, a Vice-Chairman to act in the absence of the Chairman.  The Planning 
Director or designee shall act as Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission, whose 
duties will be to record accurate minutes of the proceedings and any such other duties as 
may be assigned by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
D. Rules. 
 

1. The Historic Preservation Commission shall adopt guidelines to establish rules of 
procedure for its governance consistent with provisions of this ordinance, laws of 
this State, and the City Charter. 

 
2. A quorum consisting of four (4) members shall be present to do business.  A 

concurring vote of the majority of the appointed members present shall be required 
to approve or deny any motion on any public hearing item. 

 
3. Historic Preservation Commission Members shall be subject to all applicable conflict 

of interest provisions of State law and the City Charter. 
 
E. Qualifications.  Members of the Historic Preservation Commission are preferred to be 

persons who have demonstrated special interest, knowledge or experience in historic 
preservation.  At least five (5) members are preferred to have a background in the following 
disciplines: architecture, history, architectural history, planning, archaeology, or related 
historic preservation disciplines, such as cultural geography or cultural anthropology. 

 
(Ord. No. 1772, 7-23-93; Ord. No. 1805, 5-10-94; Ord. No. 2590, § 1, 10-9-07) 




